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Sinclair House School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all 

staff and volunteers to share this commitment. It is our aim that all pupils fulfil their potential.  

SINCLAIR HOUSE SCHOOL 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

This policy, which applies to the whole Prep school inclusive of the Early Years Foundation Stage, is in support 

of the health and safety policy and the individual health and safety assessments. This policy is publicly available 

on the school’s website. On request a copy may be obtained from the school’s office. 

 

Introduction 

Imagine a school where pupils have the confidence to express themselves whatever the language.  At Sinclair 

House, pupils will begin their lessons in Modern Foreign Language from an early age, learning in a variety of 

interactive ways, including the use of digital technology, to communicate orally and in writing. Pupils will progress 

from undertaking simple oral exercises (involving games and songs) to developing the skills that will enable them 

to undertake more spontaneous conversation. As pupils increase their vocabulary and grasp the key grammatical 

and spelling conventions, they will increasingly express themselves with confidence, independence and creativity. 

This includes learning in a variety of interactive ways, including the use of digital technology, to communicate 

orally and in writing. This is how we teach Modern Foreign Languages at Sinclair House.  

 

Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives of learning a Modern Foreign Language: 

 to foster an interest in learning other languages; 

 to introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;  

 to make young children aware that language has structure, and that the structure differs from one 

language to another; 

 to help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;  

 to develop their speaking and listening skills; 

 to lay the foundations for future study. 

 

Organisation 

We teach French to children in Nursery for one lesson a week and from Year 1 to Year 6 for a double lesson per 

week, amounting to 1 hour for each year group. A subject specialist teaches our foreign languages.  

 

The Curriculum 

French is the modern foreign language taught in our school. Mandarin is offered at an extra-curricular activity for 

parents who choose this for their children. 

 

The curriculum that we follow is based on the guidance given in the revised National Curriculum. We teach the 

children to know and understand how to: 

 ask and answer questions; 

 use correct pronunciation and intonation; 

 memorise words; 

 interpret meaning; 

 understand basic grammar; 

 use dictionaries; 

 work in pairs and groups, and communicate in the other language; 

 look at life in another culture. 

 

Teaching and Learning Style 

We base the teaching on the guidance material in the Independent Curriculum scheme of work for Modern 

Foreign Languages. We have adapted this to the context of our school and the abilities of our chil dren.  We use a 

variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement in the Modern Foreign Language: 

these include games, role-play and songs (particularly action songs). We sometimes use puppets and soft toys to 

demonstrate the foreign language.  
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We frequently use mime to accompany new vocabulary in the foreign language, as this serves to demonstrate the 

foreign language without the need for translation. We emphasise the listening and speaking skills over the 

reading and writing skills in EYFS and KS1. We also use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. 

we try to introduce a physical element into some of the games, as we believe that this serves to reinforce 

memory. We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this approach serves 

to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of Modern Foreign Languages. We build children’s 

confidence through constant praise for any contribution they make in the foreign language, however tentative. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Sinclair House School Early Years Foundation Stage follows the Montessori philosophy, methodology and 

Montessori learning programme together with the document “Development Matters in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage” to inform planning in the Nursery. The Reception class follows the National Curriculum 2014 in 

conjunction with the 2017 EYFS Statutory Framework. Our curriculum for the EYFS reflects the areas of learning 

identified in the Early Learning Goals. Our pupils learning experiences enable them to develop competency and 

skill across all the learning areas.  

 

We relate the Modern Foreign Languages aspects of the pupils work to the objectives set out in the EYFS Learning 

Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for pupils aged three to five. The EYFS covers Modern Foreign 

Languages topics through the specific learning area of Understanding the World. We give all Sinclair House pupils 

the opportunity to talk and communicate in a range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen 

carefully, and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary and communication skills. They have the 

opportunity to explore, enjoy, learn about, and use words and text in a range of situations.  

 

To appreciate the approach in our Montessori Nursery please observe the pupils in this area of the school and 

consult the EYFS Policy, the “Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage” (DfE: April 2017) and our 

internal document Montessori Provision EYFS Links. 

 

Teaching a Modern Foreign Language to Children with Special Educational Needs 

At Sinclair House School, we teach a Modern Foreign Language to all children, whatever their ability. A Modern 

Foreign Language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all 

children. Through our modern foreign language teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils 

to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different 

needs.  

 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our 

assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, and 

differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more 

effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child ’s needs. ILPs may be introduced. The ILP may 

include, as appropriate, specific targets relating to the Modern Foreign Language. It may be that there are times 

when parents wish their children to focus on English and Maths within the curriculum, rather than study a 

Modern Foreign Language. In this way, sometimes we will make arrangements for a child to put their MFL lessons 

on hold for a certain period of time whilst other subject consolidation takes place.  

 

To make modern foreign languages lessons inclusive, teachers need to anticipate what barriers to taking part and 

learning particular activities, lessons or a series of lessons may pose for pupils with particular SEN and/or 

disabilities. So in their planning teachers will consider ways of minimising or reducing those barriers so that all 

pupils can fully take part and learn. In some activities, pupils with SEN and/or disabilities will be able to take part 

in the same way as their peers. In others, some modifications or adjustments will need to be made to include 

everyone. For some activities, you may need to provide a ‘parallel’ activity for pupils with SEN and/or disabilities, 

so that they can work towards the same lesson objectives as their peers, but in a different way − e.g. using visual 
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aids to support pupils in understanding words and phrases. Occasionally, pupils with SEN and/or disabilities will 

have to work on different activities, or towards different objectives, from their peers.  

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning a Modern Foreign Language. 

Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for e xample, a playground game in a Modern 

Foreign Language, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and 

appropriate for all pupils. 

 

Assessment 

We assess the children in order to ensure that they make good progress in this subject. We do this informally 

during the lessons, and also by regular testing to evaluate what the children have learned. There are no national 

key stage tests, but we do award the children a school certificate for a certain level of effort and competence in 

French to some children at the end of term. Sinclair House evaluates the progress of each child in: 

 listening and responding; 

 speaking; 

 reading and responding; 

 writing. 

When assessing pupils, you need to plan carefully to give pupils with SEN and/or disabilities every opportunity to 

demonstrate what they know and are able to do, using alternative means where necessary. For example: “Pupils 

who are unable to communicate orally may be unable to complete the requirements of the attainment target 

relating to speaking. Pupils with hearing impairment may be unable to complete the requirements of the 

attainment target relating to listening and responding. When judgements against level descriptions are required, 

assessment of progress should discount these aspects. 

 

Monitoring and Review 

Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in Modern Foreign Languages is the 

responsibility of the Modern Foreign Languages subject leader. The work of the Modern Foreign Languages 

subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of Modern Foreign Languages, being informed 

about current developments in the subjects, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subjects in the 

school. The Modern Foreign Languages subject leader gives the Principal feedback in which the strengths and 

weaknesses in the subject are evaluated and areas for further improvement are indicated. 

 

Signed:                                        Date: 19th January 2019 

  

Mrs. Carlotta T.M. O’Sullivan   

Principal                                                                                                                                                 Review Date: January 2020 


	SINCLAIR HOUSE SCHOOL
	MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) POLICY AND PROCEDURES
	This policy, which applies to the whole Prep school inclusive of the Early Years Foundation Stage, is in support of the health and safety policy and the individual health and safety assessments. This policy is publicly available on the school’s websit...

